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AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH PROJECT — ORD VALLEY 

Question without Notice 253 — Answer Advice 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [5.12 pm]: 
I would like to provide an answer to Hon Robin Chapple’s question without notice 253, which was asked 
yesterday. I seek leave to have it incorporated into Hansard. 

Leave granted. 

The following material was incorporated — 
(1) The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development is contributing an in-kind contribution of $1.881 million over 

three years to the Commonwealth Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) Project, Developing sustainable cropping systems for cotton, 
grains and fodder. 

(2) The scope of the project is to: 
Develop a robust cotton management system for well drained soils that can respond to intra-seasonal climate variability, 
produce reliable yield and quality with input requirements quantified. This includes a modelling capacity to assess 
investment feasibility and production risks; 
Identify double cropping options and production challenges, including crop species selection, managing crop transitions, 
pre-emptive plant protection, tillage and water requirements; 
Identify, trial and develop complementary crop species genetics, agronomy and rotational requirements for chia, millet, 
sorghum, corn, chickpea, mungbean, quinoa and others; 
Develop and extend best management practices for growers and other industry partners; and 
Explore risk management options for biosecurity and other impacts on selected northern crops. 

(3) The reporting requirements are with the CRC for Developing Northern Australia and are based on achieving defined milestones. 
(4) The first report was due in January, 2018 and has been delivered. 
(5) No. Release of the report will require approval of the Northern Australia crop Research Alliance and the CRC for Developing 

Northern Australia. 
(6) Supporting the growth of Aboriginal Agriculture, including the development of bush foods, nutraceutical and pharmaceutical 

markets is a major priority for the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development. 
Through both the Pilbara and Kimberly Development Commissions, we are working closely with the Aboriginal pastoral estate and 
other Aboriginal stakeholders to progress bush food harvest opportunities. 
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